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the broadsides of the United States flamed with
such rapidity that the ship looked as though she
were on fire.

Early in the fight Captain Garden bungled an
opportunity to pass close ahead of the United
States and so rake her with a destructive attack.
Then rashly coming to close quarters, the Mace-
donian was swept by the heavy guns of the Ameri-
can frigate and reduced to wreckage in ninety
minutes. The weather was favorable for the
Yankee gun crews, and the war offered no more
dramatic proof of their superbly intelligent train-
ing. The Macedonian had received more than one
hundred shot in her hull, several below the water
line, one mast had been cut in two, and the others
were useless. More than a hundred of her officers
and men were dead or injured. The United States
was almost undamaged, a few ropes and small spars
were shot away, and only twelve of her men were
on the casualty list. Captain Decatur rightfully
boasted that he had as fine a crew as ever walked a
deck, American sailors who had been schooled for
the task with the greatest care. English opinion
went so far as to concede this much: "As a dis-
play of courage the character of our service was
nobly upheld, but we would be deceiving ourselves